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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for creating a non-digital active image, fixed in a tangible medium, 
at least one region of which may be selected by a user to access digital content on an 
electronic output device, comprising: 

obtaining a description of a base image, said base image including non-digital 
content fixed in a tangible medium; 

creating a database record for said base image associated with said description; 
receiving a descriptor of a region of said base image; 
receiving a representation of digital content; and 

associating said descriptor with said digital content in said database record, 
thereby creating an active image usable to electronically access said digital 
content from said base image of non-digital content fixed in said tangible medium. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said tangible medium includes paper. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said representation of digital content includes 
a file containing said digital content. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said representation of digital content includes 
a network link to said digital content. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said descriptor of said region includes a 
coordinate-based description of said region. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein said descriptor of said region is received from 
an electronic tray onto which said tangible medium was placed, said electronic tray 
being configured to determine a coordinate value of said region. 



7. The method of claim 1, wherein said descriptor of said region includes an 
identifier of said region. 
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8. The method of claim 7, wherein said identifier is globally unique. 

9. The method of claim 7, wherein said identifier includes a globally unique 
identifier for said tangible medium, and a contextually unique identifier for said 
region. 

10. The method of claim 7, wherein said identifier includes a machine-readable 
indicia. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 , further comprising visually marking said region. 

12. The method of claim 1 1, wherein said marking is performed on said tangible 
medium. 

13. The method of claim 1 1, wherein said marking occurs on an overlay on said 
tangible medium. 

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising indicating said region by an audio 
indicator. 

15. A method for electronically outputting digital content accessed by selecting 
regions of a non-digital active image fixed in a tangible medium, comprising: 

receiving a descriptor of a region of an image, said image including: 

(i) non-digital content fixed in a tangible medium; and 

(ii) at least one predetermined region, of said image, that is associated with 
digital content via a database record in a computer system; 

obtaining said database record; 

resolving said descriptor to determine digital content associated therewith in said 
database record; and 

electronically obtaining and outputting, to said user, said determined digital 
content. 
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16. The method of claim 15, wherein said tangible medium includes paper. 

17. The method of claim 17, wherein said descriptor of said region includes a 
coordinate-based description of said region. 

18. The method of claim 15, wherein said descriptor of said region is received 
from an electronic tray onto which said tangible medium was placed, said electronic 
tray being configured to determine a coordinate value of said region. 

19. The method of claim 15, wherein said descriptor of said region includes an 
identifier of said region. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein said identifier is globally unique. 

2 1 . The method of claim 19, wherein said identifier includes a globally unique 
identifier for said tangible medium, and a contextually unique identifier for said 
region. 

22. The method of claim 19, wherein said identifier includes a machine-readable 
indicia. 

23. The method of claim 15, wherein receiving said descriptor is performed with 
the aid of an overlay on said tangible medium. 

24. A computer-readable medium comprising logic instructions for creating a non- 
digital active image, fixed in a tangible medium, at least one region of which that may 
be selected by a user to access digital content on an electronic output device, said 
logic instructions being executable to: 

obtain a description of a base image, said base image including non-digital content 
fixed in a tangible medium; 
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create an electronic record for said base image associated with said description; 

receive a descriptor of a region of said base image; 

receive a representation of digital content; and 

associate said descriptor with said digital content in said record; 

thereby creating an active image usable to electronically access said digital 

content from said base image of non-digital content fixed in said tangible medium. 

25. The computer-readable medium of claim 24, wherein said tangible medium 
includes paper. 

26. The computer-readable medium of claim 24, wherein said descriptor of said 
region includes a coordinate-based description of said region. 

27. The computer-readable medium of claim 24, wherein said descriptor of said 
region includes a machine-readable indicia. 

28. A computer-readable medium comprising logic instructions for electronically 
outputting digital content accessed by selecting regions of a non-digital active image 
fixed in a tangible medium, said logic instructions being executable to: 

receive a descriptor of a region of an image, said image including: 

(i) non-digital content fixed in a tangible medium; and 

(ii) at least one predetermined region, of said image, that is associated with 
digital content via a record in a computer system; 

obtain said record; 

resolve said descriptor to determine digital content associated therewith in said 
record; and 

electronically obtain and output, to said user, said determined digital content. 

29. The computer-readable medium of claim 28, wherein said tangible medium 
includes paper. 
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30. The computer-readable medium of claim 28, wherein said descriptor of said 
region includes a coordinate-based description of said region. 

31. The computer-readable medium of claim 28, wherein said identifier includes a 
machine-readable indicia. 

32. Apparatus for creating a non-digital active image, fixed in a tangible medium, 
at least one region of which may be selected by a user to access digital content on an 
electronic output device, comprising: 

means for obtaining a reference to a base image, said base image including non- 
digital content fixed in a tangible medium; 

means for creating an electronic record for said base image, said electronic record 
being associated with said reference; 

means for receiving a descriptor of a region of said base image; 

means for receiving a representation of digital content; and 

means for associating said descriptor with said digital content in said record; 

thereby creating an active image usable to electronically access said digital 

content from said base image of non-digital content fixed in said tangible medium. 

33. Apparatus for electronically outputting digital content accessed by selecting 
regions of a non-digital active image fixed in a tangible medium, comprising: 

means for receiving a descriptor of a region of an image, said image including: 

(i) non-digital content fixed in a tangible medium; and 

(ii) at least one predetermined region, of said image, that is associated with 
digital content via a record in a computer system; 

means for obtaining said record; 

means for resolving said descriptor to determine digital content associated 
therewith in said record; and 

means for electronically obtaining and outputting, to said user, said determined 
digital content. 
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34. A method for creating an active image in a collaborative environment, at least 
one region of said active image may be selected by a user to access digital content on 
an electronic output device, comprising: 

obtaining a reference to a base image, said base image including images of 
participants and at least one shared object being used in a collaborative 
environment; 

receiving a participant-specified descriptor of a region of said base image; 
receiving a participant-specified representation of digital content, said digital 
content including: 

(i) an electronic copy of materials being presented in said collaborative 
environment via said at least one shared object; 
associating said descriptor with said digital content; and 

updating said base image including the association between said descriptor and 
, said digital content, thereby creating an active image usable to electronically 
access said digital content from said base image. 

35. The method of claim 34, wherein said participant- specified representation of 
digital content includes a file containing said digital content. 

36. The method of claim 34, wherein said participant-specified representation of 
digital content includes a network link to said digital content. 

37. The method of claim 34, further comprising displaying a menu on a computer 
screen in said collaborative environment, said menu including: 

(i) a list of electronic equipment used in said collaborative environment; 

and 

(ii) a list of file names and locations of materials to be displayed by said 
electronic equipment in said collaborative environment. 

38. The method of claim 37, wherein said participant-specified representation is 
determined by a participant selection of an electronic equipment in said list of 
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electronic equipment and a participant selection of a file name and location in said list 
of materials. 



39. A computer-readable medium comprising logic instructions for electronically 
creating an active image in a collaborative environment, at least one region of said 
active image may be selected by a user to access digital content on an electronic 
output device, said logic instructions being executable to: 

obtain a reference to a base image, said base image including images of 
participants and at least one shared object being used in a collaborative 
environment; 

receive a participant-specified descriptor of a region of said base image; 
receive a participant-specified representation of digital content, said digital 
content including: 

(i) an electronic copy of materials being presented in said collaborative 
environment via said at least one shared object; 
associate said descriptor with said digital content; and 

update said base image including the association between said descriptor and said 
digital content, thereby creating an active image usable to electronically access 
said digital content from said base image. 

40. The computer-readable medium of claim 39, wherein said representation of 
digital content includes a file containing said digital content. 

41. The computer-readable medium of claim 39, wherein said participant- 
specified representation of digital content includes a network link to said digital 
content. 

42. The computer-readable medium of claim 39, further comprising logic 
instructions being executable to display a menu on a computer screen in said 
collaborative environment, said menu including a list of electronic equipment used in 
said collaborative environment and a list of file names and locations of materials to be 
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displayed by said electronic equipment in said collaborative environment. 

43. The computer-readable medium of claim 42, wherein said participant- 
specified representation is determined by a participant selection of an electronic 
equipment in said list of electronic equipment and a participant selection of a file 
name and location in said list of materials. 

44. Apparatus for creating an active image in a collaborative environment, at least 
one region of said active image may be selected by a user to access digital content on 
an electronic output device, comprising: 

means for obtaining a reference to a base image, said base image including images 
of participants and at least one shared object being used in a collaborative 
environment; 

means for receiving a participant-specified descriptor of a region of said base 
image; 

means for receiving a participant-specified representation of digital content, said 
digital content including: 

(i) an electronic copy of materials being presented in said collaborative 
environment via said at least one shared object; 
means for associating said descriptor with said digital content; and 
means for updating said base image including the association between said 
descriptor and said digital content, thereby creating an active image usable to 
electronically access said digital content from said base image. 
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